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Friends,  my  subject  today  reminds  me  of  a  very  old  farmer  joke-  the  one 
about  the  visitor  to  the  city  who  said  he  couldn't  blow  out  the  light  at  bed- 
time, because  "the  dinged  thing  was  in  a  bottle." 

TTell,  there  will  be  a  good  many  lights  "in  bottles"  within  the  next  year 
or  two  in  rural  homes,  and  we  won't  have  to  hear  this  old  joke  any  more. 
Electricity  is  at  the  door  of  thousands  of  farm  homes  right  now.     The  first 
thing  that  everybody  wants  to  use  it  for  is  good  lighting.     Even  those  who  have 
had  one  of  the  lighting  systems  run  on  batteries  are  glad  to  change  and  hook  up 
to  the  power  company's  lines.     They  have  an  advantage  in  that  the  house  is  al- 
ready wired.    All  they  need  is  a  service  entrance  from  outside.    But  they  will 
do  well  to  have  the  old  wiring  inspected  and  approved  by  the  necessary  local 
authorities. 


Of  course  there  will  be  some  expense  if  the  house  has  to  be  wired  for  the 
first  time.    The  cost  will  vary  widely,  depending  on  the  size  of  the  home  a.nd 
the  type  of  wiring  needed.     It  pays  to  patronize  a  reliable  local  electrician 
who  stands  back  of  his  work  and  who  conforms  to  the  safety  requirements  of  the 
National  Electrical  Code. 

The  big  question  for  the  homemaker  is  how  many  electrical  outlets  to  have 
and  where  they  are  to  be  installed.     The  cost  of  each  outlet  will  be  from  $2  to 
$3  at  the  time  the  wiring  is  done,  but  if  extra  outlets  have  to  be  added  later 
they  may  cost  considerably  more. 

Miss  Holbrook,   the  electric  equipment  specialist  of  the  Bureau  of  Home 
economics,  suggests  that  before  having  any  wiring  done  wo  stop  and  analyze  the 
lighting  needs  in  each  room.     You  remember  that  little  couplet  of  Stevenson's? 

"I  have  a  little  shadow  that  goes  in  and  out  with  me, 
And  what  can  be  the  use  of  him  is  more  than  I  can  see." 

The  little  shadow  can  be  worse  than  useless.     It  can  be  a  nuisance, 
dogging  your  footsteps  and  hampering  your  work.     It  can  give  you  all  sorts  of 
trouble  in  the  kitchen.     If  it  falls  on  the  worktable,  as  it  does  when  you  stand 
in  your  own  light,  it  may  cause  you  to  cut  your  finger  or  peel  the  potatoes 
too  thick.    At  the  stove  it  may  cause  you  to  put  too  much  salt  in  the  soup.  At 
the  sink  it  may  keep  you  from  washing  the  dishes  perfectly  clean. 

Again,  a  shadow  on  the  bathroom  mirror  makes  it  hard  for  the  man  of  the 
house  to  shave.     Shadows  in  the  living-room  are  bad  for  reading,  sewing,  or 
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studying.    Bad  for  the  eyes.    Anything  from  dust  in  the  corner  to  a  "broken  leg 
on  the  cellar  stairs  can  he  traced  to  shadov/s  in  the  wrong  place. 

So  let  there  he  lights,  and  plenty  of  them.    Probably  you'll  prefer  over- 
head central  fixtures  for  general  illumination  in  most  rooms.     They  may  give 
cither  direct  or  indirect  lighting,    Any  indirect  light  needs  a  light-colored 
ceiling  and  upper  walls  to  reflect  its  rays.     Wall  lights  add  charm  in  a  large 
room,  hut  they  are  of  little  value  for  illumination. 

Ha  the r  than  wall  lights,  my  choice  would  he  several  douhle  outlets  on  the 
sides  of  the  rooms,   so  I  can  have  portable  lamps  and  at  the  same  time  attach  a 
radio  or  a  clock,  or  some  other  electrical  convenience.     It  won't  he  necessary 
to  have  a  floor  lamp  or  a  table  lamp  "beside  every  chair  where  people  sew,  al- 
though I've  seen  that  recommended.     Two  people  can  share  a  lamp  "by  sitting  each 
side  of  it.    But  you'll  want  several  outlets  so  as  to  move  the  lamps  about  as 
you  please,  in  case  you  change  the  position  of  some  of  the  furniture.     In  any 
case,  plan  to  have  as  many  nice  lamps  as  you  can  afford,  for  they  add  much  to 
the  decoration  of  a  room,  especially  the  living  room. 

Uhen  it  comes  to  choosing  these  lamps,  there  are  several  points  to  keep 
in  mind.     One  is  the  height  of  the  light  hulhs  from  the  floor  or  table  where  the 
lamp  is  placed.     Another  is  the  kind  of  shade  and  its  size  in  proportion  to  the 
lamp  base.    The  "best  shades  on  reading  lamps  are  deep  enough  to  conceal  the 
glare  of  the  bulh  from  the  eyes  of  a  person  sitting  near  the  lamp.     They  are 
broad  enough  to  throw  a  wide  circle  of  light,   light-colored  enough  to  reflect  the 
light  well,  thick  enough  to  cut  down  any  sharp  glare.     Cream  or  yellow  shades 
give  a  warm,  glowing  light,  and  a  white  lining  in  the  shade  gives  a  hetter  light. 

About  ten  years  ago  I  was  living  in  a  house  that  had  to  he  lighted  "by 
kerosene  lamps.     Then  the  current  came.     The  boys  in  the  family,  with  the  help  of 
an  experienced  electrician,  wired,  the  house  very  successfully.     The  first  thing 
we  did  was  to  draw  sketches  of  each  room,  showing  the  usual  position  of  the  chairs, 
tables,  and  so  on,  and  then  it  was  easy  to  see  what  convenient    outlets  would  he 
needed.    XJe  even  put  one  or  two  on  the  porch,  for  summer  evenings. 

If  I  could  have  only  one  extra  outlet  in  my  living-room,  I  would  locate  it 
in  the  middle  of  a  side  wall,   so  that  two  lamps  or  a  lamp  and  a  radio  could  be 
used  with  it.     I'd  put  my  table  or  desk  with  its  end  to  the  wall  instead  of  the 
long  side,  and  then  one  table  lamp  would  serve  two  people  sitting  on  opposite 
sides.    Miss  Holbrook  reminds  me  that  it  is  particularly  important  to  locate  all 
outlets  so  that  you  never  need  to  carry  an  extension  cord  across  a  passageway  or 
under  a  rug. 

Don't  you  like  to  have  both  sides  of  the  bed-room  mirror  lighted  up?  If 
you  have  a  double  outlet  in  the  bed- room  wall  you  can  use  two  dresser  lights. 
And  I  like  the  hath- room  light  above  the  mirror,  unless  I  can  have  two,  one  at 
each  side  of  it.    My  kitchen,  which  is  approximately  10  by  12  feet,  has  a  central 
ceiling  light  with  a  100- watt  bulb  in  a  unit  of  diffusing  glass.     If  it  were  a 
long,  narrow  kitchen,   I  would  want  two  such  fixtures,  with  at  least  60 -watt  bulbs 
in  each.     If  you  are  one  of  those  housekeepers  who  like  additional  light  over  the 
sink,  the  work-table,  and  stove,  have  some  outlets  for  bracket  lights,  drop 
lights,  pin-up  lamps,  or  lights  recessed  in  a  cupboard  or  under  a  cupboard  and 
over  a  work  surface. 
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Lights  on  all  stairways  are  a  safety  measure,  pr^V'  nting  dangerous  shad- 
ows.   Have  then  operated  by  three-way  switches,   also  the  lights  in  the  cellar 
so  you  can  turn  them  on  "before  going  down.     Switches  on  the  lock  side  of  a  room 
door  are  convenient  to  turn  on  the  lights  "before  you  enter  the  room.     Of  course, 
they  should  not  "be  located  over  on  the  hinge  side.     You  can  arrange  to  turn  on 
the  porch  light  from  inside  "by  means  of  a  switch,  or  to  light  the  garage  or  "barn 
from  the  house. 

The  extension  service  of  your  state  undoubtedly  has  some  further  informa- 
tion on  electric  installation  and  equipment,  which  can  "be  obtained  by  writing 
for  it. 


